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Vo to thee, O Land, when thy King is 
a Child, and thy Princes eat in the 

Morning. n 

Bleſſed art thou, O Land, when thy 
King is the Son of Nobles, and thy 
Princes eat in due ſeaſon, for Strength 
and not for Drunkenneſs. 
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$3233} N theſe Words Solomon who was 
„ X himſelf a great and a wiſe King, 
4 I M teaches us how much the Miſery 
A or Happineſs of a People is owing 
r to thoſe that Govern them. We have 
here two Proſpects ſet before us 


that are of a quite different Nature; the one 


very dark and diſmal, the other as bright and 
charming: The dark and diſmal Proſpect, is 
a Land whoſe King is a Child, and whoſe Prin- 
ces eat in the Morning. The other is a Land 
whole King is the Son of Nobles, and whoſe Prin- 
ces eat in due ſeaſon, for Strength and not for 
Drunkenne(s. And certainly there was not more 
difference of Old, between Egypt and Goſhen, 
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# any more indeed than what has been ſhewn 
by the Experience of all Ages. 9 
I ſhall here explain and prove 
the ſeveral Parts of the Text, and then add 
ſome uſeful Inferences. 9 * | 
. Wo tathee, O Land, when thy King. is a Child, 
end thy Princes eat in the Morning. We have 
here an Account of two Things which bring 
Wo and Calamity on a People, viz. I ben 
their King is 4 Child, and their Princes eat in the 
I. One Thing that is ſaid to be of very miſ- 
chievous Conſequence to a People, is, when 
their King is a Child: Now a 8 be 
call d a Child in two ſenſes. 1. With reſpect 


— 
. 


to Age. 2. With reſpect to his childiſh Qua- 


lities: And in both theſe reſpects it may very 
well be ſaid, Vo unto, thee, O Land, when thy 

1. Wo to that Land whoſe King is a Child, 
wirh reſpect to Ag,; to whom the Sceptre 
falls in his Minority, before his Reaſon is 
come to any Ripeneſs, or he has made any 
tolerable Improvement in Knowledge, before 
he is capable of underſtanding the Nature, or 
being endow?d with the Spirit of Government. 
A Nation under ſuch a King, muſt needs be 
expos d to great Danger, and all its Affairs be 
in a very unſettled, and fluctuating Conditi- 
on. The King being a Child, muſt be under 
the Government of others; muſt have Tu- 
tors, Guardians, Protectors, — = 

e 
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Theſe muſt have the Management of him, 
and the Affairs of the Nation, in his Minori- 
; and a world of Miſchiefs commonly ariſe 
2 hence. They are either ſo devoted to 
Sloth and Senſuality, that they have neither 
Time nor Heart ſeriouſly to attend the Pub- 
lick Affairs, nor to infuſt good Principles into 
their Young Prince's Mind, to adorn; them 
with Wiſdom, Vertue, and the Fear of Al- 
mighty Gop: Or elle they are fo ſwell'd 
with Pride and Ambition, that they differ, 
and quarrel among themſelves, and ſo the Na- 
tion is rent in pieces, and all its Affairs go mi- 
ably to wreck, Such commonly is the wo- 
ful; State of a Nation, whale King is a. Child, 
with reſpe& to Years. France, at this time 
trembles at the Proſpect of ſuch;a Minor King. 
Their preſumptive Heir to the Crown is 2 
Child, and the preſent King is very old; ſo 
that they are threatned with the Curſe of ha- 
ving a Child to reign over them in this lite- 
ral Senſe. And Men of any Thought and 
Fore-ſight among them, are, no doubt, very 
apprehenſive what will be the Conſequences 
2 * a — wang —— 2 

y have more than once experienc 
them to be very diſmal. But, | 
2. Wo to that Land, whoſe King however 
numerous his Years are, yetreſembles a Child 
with reſpect to his Qualitie.. This is the 
Senſe that ſome think moſt proper here, which 
they gather. from its agreableneſs with the 
following Clauſes of the Text. Now for a 
Land to have its King a Child in this ſenſe, is 
to be ſubject to greater and more certain 
Evils, than when he is a Child on the Account 
of his Years, Tis an Affliction indeed grie- 
vous 
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vous to be born. And when a People is thus 
accurſed, it is a plain Sign that Go D is great- 
ly offended with them. 5 REY 
But I ſhall here mention ſome of the Qua- 
lities or Properties of ſuch Kings: From 
whence it will ſoon, appear, how well it may 
be ſaid, Vo be to the Land, that is thus go- 
vern d. | | 2 

1. One Property, is Ignorance; Children, 
you know, are very ignorant, are aequainted 
but with a ſmall number of Things, and their 
Knowledge has a great mixture of Confuſion 
and Uncertainty, and Things that have but 
the leaſt Difficulty, puzzle and amaze them. 
That King then, is a Childiſh one, who has 
little Senſe and Knowledge to boaſt of, who 
is ignorant of what, as ſuch, he ought to 
underſtand, who knows not the Nature, Ends, 
and Uſe of Civil Government, who is unac- 
quainted with the Laws, and Conſtitutions of 
of his Country ; who underftands neither the 
Duty he owes to his People, nor their Duty 
to him, nor the proper Bounds of both; who 
is ignorant both of Things and Perſons, has 
no Eyes to diſcover Demerit, Deſert, or ap- 
proaching Dangers, nor Skill to avoid thoſe 
Evils that threaten, or to remove thoſe that 
are fallen upon a Nation. | 

2. Another Property of ſuch Kings, is, to 
be ſtubborn, froward and perverſe. Chil- 
dren, you know, are apt to be croſs and pee- 
viſh, and violently ſet upon having their Hu- 
mour gratify'd, tho' in Things never ſo hurt- 
ful to them ; and if you go in the leaſt to con- 
tradict them, they will preſently be all Rage 
and Uproar ; and were their Power equal to 


their Will, Wo would be to thoſe who ſhould 


any 
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any way offend them. A Childiſh King then, 
is One who is ſtubborn, froward and conten- 
tious, is ready upon every ſlight Occaſion to 
fall out and quarrel with neighbouring Princes, 
and with his own Subjects, and loves to exe- 
cute Vengeance in the ſevereſt manner, who 
can't bear any Contradiction, tho on the moſt 
reaſonable and neceſſary Occaſion; who in- 
ſtead of governing according to the Laws, and 
of inviolably keeping his Oaths and Promiſes, 
and making the Good of his People his great 
Aim in ruling over them, is govern d by mere 
Caprice, and arbitrary Humour, and ſets 
Will and Pleaſure in the room of the moſt ſo 
lemn Laws and Compacts. * 
3. Another Property of a Childiſh King, 
is Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy. Children are 
very inconſtant and wavering, they ſoon 
grow weary of the Things they impatiently 
deſir d before; and that which tranſports them 
this Minute, is offenſive to them the next, 
and that without any Change happening in 
the Things; the Change is wholly in them- 
ſelves. Well therefore may he be accounted 
a Childiſh King, who is apt at every Turn to 
alter his purpole, without any ſolid Reaſon 
inducing him to it; whoſe Mind is as change- 
able as his bodily Poſtures; who inſtead of 
firm Reſolves, deliberate and ſteady Counſel, 
ſhews great Fickleneſs in all his Proceedings; 
does, and undoes ; likes, and diſlikes; frowns, 
and favours; not according to Deſert, and 
the true value and worth of Things, and Per- 
ſons; but purely by Fits, and as the Fancy 
takes Him. be 
4. Another Property, is, Timorouſneſs and 
Cowardige, Children uſe to be yery timp- 
rous 
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tous and faint-hearted, to be afraid of meer 
Shadows, Goblins, and Bug- bears, and where 
there is the leaſt appearance of Danger, they 
preſently ſtartle, and draw back. Thar King 
then is a Child, who is timorous and coward- 
ly, who is apt always to fear the worſt, and 
arts at every Apparition that comes in his 
Way, who wants Courage to proſecute. any 
great and noble Deſign, who dares not aſſeft 
his Peoples Rights, or defend them from Ene- 
mies, and when their Safety and Welfare re- 
quires it, expoſe himſelf to Dangers and Dif- 
-ficulties for their Sakkees. 
5. And Laſtly, Another Property of ſuch 
Kings, is, Softneſs and Effeminacy. Children, 
*Tis well known, are very ſoft and delicate, 
fre extreamly fond of whatever is pleaſing and 
grateful to the Senſes; and can reliſh no De- 
lights, beyond ſuch as are of a ſenſual Nature. 
He then is a Childiſh King, who while he go- 
verns others, is a Slave to his Senſes and Ape- 
tites, gives up himſelf to Luxury, Wanton- 
neſs and Excels ; and has no taſte for any Plea- 
ſures above ſuch as are ſenſual. And thus I 
have taken Notice of ſome of the Properties 
of a childiſh King, vis. Ignorance, Frowerd- 
meſs, Inconſtancy, Cowardice, S. fei and Ef- 
inacy. Theſe, and the like Qualſties, ve- 
ry ill become Princes, and look with a threat- 
ning Aſpect upon the People which they go- 
vern. Where-ever they are found, ſuch a Train 
of diſmal Conſequences attend them, as over- 
ſpread a whole Nation at once, waſting like 
an Inundation, or an Army of Locuſts. A- 
mong the many ſevere Judgments with which 
God threatens his People, /. iii. this is one 
and indeed one of the moſt heavy and univer- 
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ſal; v. 4. And I will give Children to be their Prin- 


ces, and Babes ſhall rule over them. Children and 
Babes, not ſo much with reſpect to their 
Years; as with reſpect to their Ignorance, 
Stubhorneſs, Inconſtaney, Cowardice, and 
brutiſh Senſuality. But here I ſhall more par- 
ticularly: ſhew how woful the Circumſtances 
of a Nation are, whoſe Governors are no bet- 
ter qualify'd. GE 
I. Then as to Tenorance ; When Kings ate 
Children in this reſpect, how wretched is 
the Condition of their People! For how can 
they govern as they ought, who underſtand 
not the Nature and Ends of Government ? 
who are ignorant of the Laws and Conftituti- 
on of their Country? who fee wholly with'o- 
ther Mens Eyes, not with their own ; and do 
every Thing at: random and by chance ? How 
_ eafily will ſuch Governors be impos'd upon by 
Flatterers, and Men of baſe and mercen 
Deſigns, and be drawn into Methods difho- 
nourable co themſelves and their People, and 
deſtructive of their Welfare? How apt will 
they be. to hearken to evil Counſellors, who 
ſhall perſuade them to break in upon the 
Boundaries of Laws, to give the Royal Aſſent 
to repeal good Laws, and eſtabliſh thoſe that 
are bad, to advance worthleſs and wicked 
Men, and to ſlight the worthy and deſerving, 
and commit a thouſand other Blunders of a 
very miſchievous and fatal Confequence 2 

2. As to a froward, ſtubborn and perverſe 
_ Temper; When Kings are Children in this 
Senſe, the Condition of their People is truly 
deplorable. Farewel then to their Liberties 
and Properties, and whatever is dear and va- 
luable to them. DARIN no longer expect 
4 | f to 
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to be free Subjects, but Slaves and Beaſts of 
' Burden. They have nothing, no not their 
Lives, that they can call their own, all lies 
at the Mercy of fuch an inſulting arbitrary 
Prince, who puts off the King, and aſſumes 
the Tyrant; knows no Law but Will and Plea- 
ſure, has no Bounds to controul him, but his 


own extravagant and unbounded Humour. 
There are too many ſad Inſtances in Europe, as 
well as in other Parts of the World, of the 
Miſery of People who are thus govern'd. 
And then, 


When a King is fickle, inconftant and 


unfaithful, what Miſeries may not a Nation 
expect? Men that are in favour however well 


qualify'd and deſerving, cannot tell how ſoon 


they ſhall be frown'd on, and turn'd out of 


their Places, and others of the vileſt Princi- 
ples and Deſigns, may expect Promotion in 
their Turn. Neither their own Subjects, nor 


Foreigners, can depend upon their Word; they 


will make nothing to break the moſt ſolemn 
and ſacred Leagues and Treaties, nor are their 


| Promiſes, their Oaths, their Bona . Fide, any 


Security at all, And how muſt the Credit of 
ſuch a Nation ſink, and its Intereſt dwindle, 
and decay ? BI TM 

4. When a King is timorous and cowardly, 
the Nation is likely alſo to ſuffer a __ deal by 
ic. He having not a Heart to defend his Sub- 
jects, and right their Injuries ; they are left as 


Sheep without a Shepherd, which are in con- 
tinual danger of being devour'd by Beaſts of 


Prey. In ſuch a Caſe, the Enemy will. ga- 


ther Boldneſs, threaten high, and make ex- 


travagant Demands; while the tame, eaſy, 
and timorous Prince, yields to them all; = 
| | 0 
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ſo the Enemy encroaches farther and farther, 

till all perhaps is at length loft. = 
5. And Laſtly, As to that other childiſh 
Quality, viz. Effeminacy and à Fondneſs 
for what pleaſes the Senſes and Appetites; 
this alſo, when found in a Prince is of very 
"miſchievous Conſequence to the People : As 
ſhall be ſhewn under the other Clauſe of this 
firſt Part of the Text, where I am led to ſpeak 
of it, and to which I now proceed. IL 
2. As tis ſaid to be very miſchievous and 
deſtructive to a Nation when its King is a 
Child ; ſo likewiſe when its Princes or Rulers, 
eat in the Morning, i. e. When they take their 
Food at unſeaſonable Hours, and in an in- 
temperate Meaſure ; when they give up them- 
ſelves to Rioting and Luxury, to Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſs, when they are ſo eagerly 
ſet upon gratifying their ſenſual Deſires, that 
they begin about it in the Morning : The 
Morning, a Time which ſhould rather be 
ſpent in worſhipping Gov, and in diſpatching 
the weighty Affairs of the Nation. This Part 
of the Day was always reckon'd the chief 
Time of Judgment and Counſel, as the Even» 
ing was the Time of Mirth and Relaxation : 
And to this, ſome refer that Paſſage of Fer. 
xxi. 12, O Houſe of David, thus ſaith the Lord, 
execute Fudgment in the Morning. And tis a 
Saying of Socrates, In the Morning Counſel, and 
in the Evening Converſatimm. "The Morning 
15 then mention'd, to denote Men that whol- 
ly devote themſelves to Exceſs and Luxury: 
And ſurely for Princes to be of this Cha- 
racer, to be Slaves to their Appetites and 
Senſes, and live in Luxury and all manner 
of Intemperance, muſt needs be of very miſ- 
B 2 chievous 
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chievous Conſequence to their People, and 
that on ſeveral Accounts. As, 1 

1. On the Account of their ill Example; 
The Example of Princes and Rulers, is of 
great and univerſal Influence. As their Be- 
haviour is generally obſery'd, ſo it will be ge- 
nerally lik d and follow'd. So that when they 


ſet an ill Example, by being devoted to Luxu- 


ry and Exceſs, the Infection preſently ſpreads 


thro'ꝰ the Court; from thence, thro' the City, 


and from thence it runs on like Wild- fire, or 
the Plague, thro' all Parts of the Country; 
and ſo the Corruption ſoon becomes gene- 
ral, and moſt deplorable. 8 
2. The Viciouſneſs of Princes is alſo very 
miſchievous to the People; becauſe it hinders 
them from inſpecting the Nation's Concerns, 
from promoting its Welfare, from admini- 
ſtring Juſtice, and governing as they ought 
to do. Hereby that Time is conſum'd, that 
ſhould be employ'd in diſpatching the moſt im- 
portant Affairs; hereby their Faculties are im- 
pair'd, and weakned, their Minds debas'd 
their Affections flatned, and that noble and 
generous Spirit that ſhould be found in Princes 
dies within them. Hereby they are very much 
hindred from maintaining good Order, from 
diſcouraging Vice, and promoting Virtue a- 
mong their Subjects. For how can this Work 
be attended to as it ought? How can aPrince 
ſet about it in good earneſt, or hope to be ſuc- 
ceſsful in it, who is ſcandalouſly vicious him- 
ſelf? Hereby Princes will eaſily be deluded and 
impos'd on, and while they are govern'd by 
their Paſſions, the vileſt of Men will govern 
them, and draw them in to do a great many in- 
jurious Things. Hereby the People will come 
to 
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to be oppreſs'd and drain'd of their Subſtance, 
to ſupport their Prince's craving Extrayagan- 
ces. Hereby (in a Word) they forfeit the 
Bleſſing of Gop on. their Adminiſtrations, 
and haſten down his Judgments, not only on 
themſelves, but on their People, who fare the 
worle every Way for the Wickedneſs of their 
Princes. 

And thus now it has been ſhewn of what 
miſchievous, and fatal Conſequence it is to a 
People, when thoſe that govern them, are de- 
voted to Luxury and Exceſs. The Carthagi- 
niens (as Plato tells us) had ſuch difmal Ap- 
prehenſions of the Miſchiefs that ſprang from 
the Luxury of Governors, that they made a 
Law that no Magiſtrate whatfoever ſhould 
drink any Wine all the Year in which he bare 
any Office. And agreable to this is the Ad- 
vice that King Lemuel's prudent and tender 
Mother gave to him, Prov. XXX. 4, 5. It is not 
for Kings, O Lemuel, it is not for Kings to drink 
Hine, nor for Princes ſtrong Drink : leſt they drink 
and forget the Law, and pervert the Judgment 
of any of the affiifted. I have now done with 
that Part of the Text, which ſets a diſmal 
Scene before us ; and you ſee how well it may 
be ſaid, Wo be to that Land, &c. 


IT. I come now to conſider that Part of the 
Text which preſents us with a bright and 
charming Scene. Bleſſed art thou,s O Land ! 
when thy King is the Son of Nobles, and thy Prin- 
ces eat in due ſeaſon, for Strength, and not for 
Drunkenneſs. When thy King is the Son of Nobles, 
i. e. Is not only of a Noble and Illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, as too many Kings have been who were 
_ nevertheleſs (God knows) moſt horribly — 
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and wicked, but who is endow'd with noble 
Diſpoſitions, with illuſtrious Vertue, and 
Worth; who inherits the heroical Spirit, and 
great Qualities of his Anceſtors, and makes 
due Improvement of their Example, and of 
his own ingenuous and liberal Education. 
Bleſſed art thou, O Land, When thy King is 
of ſuch a Character, and when (as it follows in 
the next Words) thy Prinees eat in due ſeaſon, 
for Strength, and not for Drunkenneſs. When 
they do not eat, and drink, and recreate them- 
ſelves at unſeaſonable Hours ; but make Plea- 
fure wait upon Buſineſs. Firſt diſpatch their 
great and weighty Affairs, and then fit down 
to refreſh and divert themſelves. But not 
however to ſerve their Luſts, and pleaſe their 
extravagant Appetites, and indulge themſelves 
in Intemperance, and other Debauchery. Not 
for ſuch baſe and vicious Ends, but to chear 
and exhilarate their Spirits, to recruit and 
ſtrengthen their Natures, that they may re- 
turn to their weighty Buſineſs with freſh Vi- 
gor, and be the better fitted to ſerve their 
Gop, and their Country. And now, who ſees 
not the Happineſs of thoſe Nations, whoſe 
Kings, and other Governors are ſuch as theſe ? 
who have ſomething more than a noble De- 
ſcent and high Station to boaſt of; who poſ- 
ſeſs whatever was Virtuous and Heroical in 
their Anceſtors, and not contented barely to 
copy after them, endeavour to outſhine the 
Originals; whoſe Wiſdom and Knowledge, is 
bright and comprehenſive; who underſtand 
the Nature, Uſe, and Ends of Government, 
the ſeveral Laws, and Conſtitutions of their 
Country, the Genius of the People, and the 
Way to make them great and flouriſhing, and 

are 
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are Maſters of every Knowledge needful in a 
Prince; who aſpire not after arbitrary and 
deſpotick Sway, nor break in upon their own 
Engagements, and che Rights of the People; 
who think there are Laws and Rules for them, 
as well as for their Subjects; and are as willing 
to diſcharge the Obligations themſelves are 
under, as to have the People diſcharge theirs; 
who make the Laws, and not their Will and 
Humour, the Meaſure of Government, and 
are as forward to maintain their Peoples Pro- 
perties, as their own Prerogatives; who are 
firm in their Reſolutions, faithful to their Pro- 
miſes, and inviolably keep their Leagues and 
Contracts; who are bold in a good Cauſe, 
and when Occaſion requires, couragiouſly de- 
fend and ſuccour their People, valuing their 
Lives and Liberties equal to their own ; who, 
in a Word, are govern'd by the Rules of Vir- 
tue and Religion, and take care not to break 
thoſe Laws of Gob and Man themſelves, 
which they require others to obſerve ?- Are 
not feaſting, and recreating themſelves, when 
they ſhould be attending on publick Affairs, 
and acting for the Good of their People, and 
in their gayeſt Hours do nothing unbecoming 
the high Character that they bear, nothing 
that exceeds the Bounds of Moderation and 
Sobriety ? O bleſſed! thrice bleſſed People, 
whoſe Kings and Princes are ſuch as theſe ! 

& Their Faces may well ſmile, and their Hearts 
overflow with Joy; great is their Safety! 
bright and growing their Proſpericy ! And 
tho their Land is naturally bleak and barren 
compar'd with others, yet ſuch a Govern- 
ment will render the Climate more mild and 
the Soil more fruitful, and flouriſhing ; and 
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will make a far more deſirable Habitation, than 
thoſe Countries, whoſe Inhabitants groan un- 
der Tyranny and Slavery, tho' the Sun ſhines 
upon them with warmer, and more enliven- 
ing Rays. And now, before I mention it, I 
believe your thoughts are fix d upon your own 
Country ; a Country, tho' not equal to ſome * 
others in natural Advantages, yet happy far be- 
yond them in its Laws and Government, and 
happy in the King that Gop has now graciouſ- 
ly ſet over us. Bleſſed art thou, O Land O Bri- 
tain ! whoſe King is the Son of Nobles ; who is 
not only of a Royal Extraction, deſcended 
from a long Train of Princes and Heroes ; 
but what is more to be regarded, is himſelf | 
adorn'd with Princely.and Heroical Vertues. 
A King, who is as far from being a Child with 
reſpe& to Qualities, as with reſpect to Years. 
1 who is renown'd over all Europe for his Wiſ- 
| dom, Knowledge, Penetration, Clemency, 
f Conſtancy, Reſolution, Faithfulneſs, Cou- 
rage, Temperance, Zeal for the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, and the Good of Mankind in gene- 
ral, and whatever elſe is Great and Noble. 
A Gentleman, who, ſome Years ago, writ 
an Account of the Court of Hanover, where 
he reſided for a conſiderable Time, among ſe- 
veral other Things he ſays to the Advantage 
of our Prefent K IN, ſpeaks thus concerning 
Him : © He is reſerv'd, (ſays he) and there- 
* fore ſpeaks little, but judiciouſſy: He is 
© not to be exceeded in his Zeal againſt the 
« intended Univerſal Monarchy of Fance, and 
© ſo is moſt hearty for the Common Cauſe of 
Europe: He underſtands our Conſtitution 
© the beſt of any Foreigner I ever knew; and 
* tho' He be well vers d in the Art — 
-. ana 
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# © and of invincible Courage, having often ex- 

© poſed his Perſon to great Dangers, in Hun- 

* gary, in the e Morea, on the Mine, and in 

* Flanders, yet he is naturally of peaceable In- 

cc clinations, which mixture of Qualities is 

« agreed by the Experience of all Ages to 

| % make the beſt and moſt glorious Princes. 
* His Adminiſtration is moſt equitable, mild, 

* and prudent. He is the moſt beloved by his 
Subjects of any Prince in the World. There 

* is no Diviſion or Faction among them by 

* reaſon of his impartial Favour, and inſtead of 

© railing or grumbling againſt his Perſon, 

© they would never make an End (if you 

| * would have Patience to liſten) of telling 
* Stories, denoting his Juſtice and Moderati- 

; © on. So far our Author. When this excel- 
lent Prince was called hither, by the merciful 
Providence of God, what reciprocal Affection 

was there ſhewn between' him and his Hanove- 

rian Subjects? how kindly did he moderate 

their Taxes, and ſet his own Brother, (a Prince, 

we are aſſured, of a mild Temper, and other 
very commendable Diſpoſitions,) over them 

in his Room? And what ardent Affection 

did- that brave and grateful People ſhew to 

him! with what Regret did they part from 

him ? How fondly did they flock about him 2 

ready to hang on his Chariot-Wheels, bedew- 

ing their Cheeks with Tears, making loud La- 

— ments for the Loſs of him, and ſending up 
the moſt ardent Prayers to Heaven for his Pre- 
ſervation and Welfare? Their Loſs is our un- 
ſpeakable Gain. We have a Prince upon the 
Throne, adorned with the brighteſt Virtues, 


under whoſe Government we may expect the 
C greateſt 
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greateſt Bleflings a Nation can enjoy. A 
Prince, who, by the Steps he has already ta- 
ken, by the ſeveral Declarations he has made, 
by the noble Patriots he has choſen to act in 
the Miniſtry under him, and by all that has 
paſs'd ever ſince he came over, has ſhe wn 
the greateſt Wiſdom, Reſolution and Zeal 
for the common Good. And we have the 
Bleſſing not only of a Proteſtant Prince upon 
the Throne, ſo conſpicuous for his Virtues, 
but of a numerous and very promiſing Off- 
ſpring of Proteſtant Succeſſors; ſo that great, 
O Britain, is now thy Happineſs if thou arc 
but ſenſible of it! And thus I come 
2. To raiſe ſome Interences. 

1. How thankful ſhould we be to Almighty 
God for the great and ſignal Favours he confers 
upon the Nation? For preſerving the King 
from the Dangers of Land and Sea, and from 
all ehe miſchievous Defigns of his Enemies, 
for bringing him over, and ſeating him on 

the Britiſh Throne ſo ſafely and peaceably? 
for the many Bleſſings we enjoy under his au- 
ſpicious Government, and for the Proſpect we 

have of a Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes of 

the ſame illuſtrious Houſe, and ſo of having 

theſe invaluable Bleflings we enjoy continued 

down unto late Poſterity ? Tis by God's Ap- 
-pointment, that Kings reign, and Princes decree 
Fuſtice: He is the King of Kings, the great 

Lord of the World, who diſpoſes of earthly 

-Crowns according to his Pleaſure; and what 
Cauſe then have we to be thankful to God for 

ſetting ſuch a King over us? for placing our 

Liberties and Properties on ſuch a ſure Foun- 

dation, and for all that Train of Providences 

that 
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that brought about theſe happy Events. And 


here we are call d to look back with Joy and 
Gratirude on King William, our glorious De- 
liverer, who came timely over for our Relief, 
ſaved us from the Brink of Ruine, and turned 
the Shadow of Death into the Brightneſs of 
the Morning ; Whoſe Revolution gave Birth 
to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and thoſe endleſs 
Bleflings that hang upon it. While ungrate- 
ful Wretches ſtrive to blacken the Memory of 
that great Prince, and call the Settlement of 
the Crown on the Houſe of Hanover, King 
William's curſed Legacy. All, I am ſure, that 
are Friends ti qur Conſtitution, and the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt, will honour and bleſs his Me- 
mory, for che glorious Deliverance he brought 
with him, and the Legacy he left behind him, 
and will think they can never praiſe God 
ſufficiently for ſo well ſecuring thoſe Bleſſings 
he deſigned us. 

You are not ignorant what repeated At- 
tempts there have been to rob us of theſe in- 
valuable Bleſſings, to deftroy the Proteſtant 
Succeflion, and all our Religious and Civil 
Liberties and Properties, and reduce us to Po- 
pery and Slavery. There is a Popiſh Preten- 
der to this Crown, one who has been nurs'd 
up in the Court of France, and who has doubt- 
leſs imbibed all their enflaving, cruel, and 
impious Maxims. He has been en- 
deavouring to gain what he calls his Right, 
and too many (God knows) among our ſelves 
have villanouſly favoured his Cauſe. Pam- 
phets have been written, Sermons have been 
preach'd, Money has been raiſed, and Men 
have been liſted for this End: Things here 
| IE” were 


* 


MMK 


” 


20 A THANKSGIVING-SERMON. 
were grown ſo ripe for him, that his Friends 
made ſure of Succeſs. Our Trade and Com- 
merce was decayed, our Credit ſunk, our Pro- 
perties nearly invaded, our Conqueſts render'd 
fruicleſs, our Friends moſt perfidiouſly aban- 
doned, our Enemies careſſed, ſtrengthned and 
encouraged, and a ſmooth way paving for 
the Pretender's coming over. But now God 
has wonderfully dilappointed him and his 
Friends, and turned their gay Hopes into 
Confufion and Deſpair, has placed our right- 
ful and lawful King George upon the Throne, 
and things are now ſo well ſettled, that tis 
not, I hope, in any humane Power to unſet- 
tle us again. Great Deliverance giveth he to the 
King, and ſheweth Mercy to his Anointed, and to 
all bis People. The King ſhall rejoice in God, eve- 
ry one that ſweareth by his Name ſhall glory, but 
the Mouth of him that ſpeaks Lyes ſhall be ſtopped. 
How wretched alas, would our Caſe have been 
ſhould our Enemies Deſigns have ſucceeded ? 
Our dear Liberties and Properties would have 
been raviſhed from us, we muſt have groaned 
under Slavery and Oppreſſion, have been de- 
prived of every thing valuable, even of the 
Word of God, that Bread of Life ; We ſhould 
have been obliged either to renounce our 
Religion, or to periſh in its Vindication, and 
our Poſterity would have been bred up in 
Po erſtition, and Slavery. Theſe 
would have been ſome of the diſmal Con- 
ſequences of our Enemies ſucceeding, and 
what grateful Returns therefore ſhould we 
_ unto God for ſo happily diſappointing 
chem: . 
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_ 2. How baſe and unworthy are thoſe Per- 
ſons who are uneaſie under the preſent Go- 
vernment, who hate and deſpiſe ſo gracious a 
King, find fault with his Management, and 
too plainly ſhew an Inclination to rebel? and 
that whilſt the King governs with the greateſt 
Wiſdom and Clemency, is the common Fa- 
ther of his People, and does his utmoſt. to 
promote their Welfare all manner of Ways? 
This doubtleſs is a horrid Crime, and betrays 
the greateſt Baſeneſs and Ingratitude. I 
wiſh this infamous Character did not belong 
to too many in this Nation. Men, that mur- 
mur and complain, and are ready to oppoſe 
the moſt equitable and moderate Adminiſtra- 
tion! who love to find fault with their Go- 
vernours, and would turn every thing upſide 
down, if they knew how. Who, while they 
raiſe grievous Outcries of the Danger the 
Church and State are in, are themſelves the 
greateſt Enemies to both, by endeavouring to 
breed Diſtraction in Affairs, to ſpoil Com- 
merce, to exaſperate Peoples Spirits againſt 
one another, and create endleſs | AF and 
Diſquietudes in their Minds. "Tis fad to con- 
ſider what reſtleſs Spirits of Wickedneſs there 
are among us; who ſeem reſolute to aſſault 
the King and Government, tho' they periſh 
in the Attempt. There is a remarkable In- 
ſtance of this Nature in a late infamous Pam- 
phlet, called, Engliſ Advice to the Freeholders 
of England: Which, tho ſtuffd with Malice, 
Lyes, Slander, and Treaſon, has been indu- 
{triouſly ſpread over the Nation, and (to their 
Shame be ir ſpoken) has met with too kind 
an Entertainment among ſome, whom Con- 
ES ines ſcience 
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ſcience and Gratitude might have moge arg 
ter. Monſters, to ſting the Boſom that warms 


them, the Breaſt that feeds and nouriſhes 


them to inſult a King ſo rightfully and law- 
fully ſec over them, ſo excellently accom- 
pli ed to 
1s to make all his Subjects happy! 

Let us ſee that we abhor every thing of 
this Nature, and treat the King, whom God 
nas fer over us, with juſt Reſpect and Grati- 
eude. And here 1 ſhall barely mention a 
few Particulars and ſo conclude. 

1. Let us entertain the moſt honourable 
Thoughts of his Majeſty. In the fame Verſe 
where we are required to fear God, we are re- 
quired to Honour the King, 1 Pet. ii. 17. We 
ſhould honour our King, not only by our 
outward Behaviour, but by entertaining ho- 
nourable Thoughts of him. And certainly 
we can never think too honourably of a 
Prince, who is not only ſet in the moſt ho- 
nourable Station over us, but is adorned with 
the moſt noble and honorable Qualifications. 
2. We ſhould ſhew pur Regard to the King, 
by praying for him, 1 Tim. ii. We are dire- 
cted to pray, not only for all in general, but 
for Rings, and thoſe in Authority, in a ſpecial 
manner; and great Reaſon is there for it, con- 
ſidering the Difficulty of the Work to which 
they are called; the great Temptations to 
which they are expoſed; the many Enemies, 
with which they are ſurrounded ; and how 
much our own, and the Nation's Intereſt and 
W depends upon them. 

Let us ſhew our Regard to the King, by 
yindicating his Name, and ſpeaking i in his 
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rn, and whoſe ſtudious Care 
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juſt Praiſe. This is the leaſt we can do for 


a Prince, who vindicates our Rights, ſecures, 
under God, our Liberties and Properties, and 
whatever is dear unto us * | 

4. Let us ſhew-our Reſpect, by a chear- 
ful paying of Tribute. We are taught, by 
our Saviour, to render unto Ceſar the things 
that are Caeſar's, Mat. xxii. 21. And by the 
Apoſtle, to render Tribute to whom Tribute is 
due, Rom. xiii.” And we have great 0. 
to pay Tribute, and to pay it chearfülfy, 

en we are ſo well aſſured that it will 

be employed to ill, but to good Pur- 
poſes: not to ſupport Luxury, Wantonneſs, 
and Extravagance; or to injure or betray 
the Nation, but to promote its Proſperity 
and Happineſs. 

5. We ſhould ſhew our Regard to the 
King, by defending him, and his Govern- 
ment, if call'd to it, againſt all Oppoſers, 
whether Pretender, Papiſt, or whatever elſe 
they be. 

6. And Laſtly, ſhew your Regard to the 
King, by being, on all accounts, dutiful and 
loyal Subjects: by obeying the Laws, and 
complying with all his Majeſty's reaſonable 
Commands. And here tis to be obſerved, 
that vicious Practices, ſuch as Swearing, In- 
juſtice, Drunkenneſs, Profanation of the Sab- 
bath, Lewdneſs, & c. are Offences againſt the 
Laws of the Land, as well as the Laws of 
God. And Men of ſuch Characters are bad 
Subjects, as well as bad Chriſtians; and are, 
in a ſenſe, Rebels againſt the Government. 
They encreaſe the Governor's Burdens, they 
go the Way to pull down the divine Judg- 
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and Confuſion. Let us then avoid and de- 
teſt ſuch Practices, let us live quiet and peace- 
able Lives under our Governours, # all GU. 
line ſ: and Honeſty; And then we may expect 
the Favour, not only of our Earthly Gover- 
nors, but of God himſelf. And thus we 
mall procure laſting Bleſſings, both for ouf 


ſelves and the Nation, and as thus we ſhall 


- 


promote our Happineſs here, ſo this 
15 the Way that leads to everlaſting Happi- 
neſs and Glory. To which bleſſed State IJ 
pray God, bring us all, for the Sake of Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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ments on the Nation, and bring all to Ruin 


